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148 War in Miniature. Oct., 

WAR IN MINIATURE : 

OR CHARCOAL SKETCHES OF ITS NATURE FROM REAL LIFE. 

Long and general usage has a strange power in making the most ridicu- 
lous things seem quite respectable and even venerable. When we look at one 
of the rude gods of the heathen, we marvel that any being, endowed with 
reason sufficient to raise him at all above the brutes, could worship pbjects 
so senseless, unsightly and repulsive ; yet there are millions on millions of 
men, that have come, by the force of immemorial custom, to regard such 
idols with superstitious awe, and offer to them sacrifices and prayers with 
something like the confidence and veneration which Christians feel towards 
the one " only living and true God." It is an hereditary delusion in which 
men acquiesce without inquiry ; and thus the grossest follies, absurdities 
and even crimes continue, century after century, to be held in respect. 

In no other way can we account for the general respectability of war and 
its brutal achievements. Seen in its true light, and apart from ihe influence 
of immemorial usage, it is a piece of sheer folly and brutality, against 
which the common sense of a savage, if he shouid reason atall about it, must 
revolt. Two governments, having a dispute of interest or passion, and be- 
ing unable or unwilling lo settle it by the concessions requisite on both 
sides, agree to fight about it awhile before coming to a settlement by ration- 
al, amicable means, such as they well know can alone suffice for any ad- 
justment whatever. For this very purpose they keep on each side hundreds 
of thousands of men ready for mutual slaughter, and spend yearly in these 
preparations for war scores of millions even in a time of peace. They do not 
dream of settling the controversy by fighting; but, as nations have been 
"wont from time immemorial to fight before the settlement of their disputes 
by rational means, they seem to think they must have a war. So at it they 
go ; and, after wasiing myriads of money, and destroying scores or hundreds 
of thousands of lives, they patch up at lengih such a peace or truce as best 
ihey can, and imagine themselves rewarded by the glory (!) of cutting each 
other's throats, and burning each other's cities. It is the satisfaction of a 
tiger or bull-dog over his vanquished or mangled foe, or, at best, the vulgar, 
brutal exultation of the parties in a feat of pugilism. 

Private Illustration — Fight between Poole and Morrisey. — It seems 
that these two New York bullies on the evening of July 26th, agreed to 
have a rou^b.and-tumble fight the next morning at a time and place asrreed 
upon between them. Accordingly they met at the rendezvous appointed, 
'when Morrisey made a bet of S50, that Poole dared not meet him in combat, 
and fight at h;ip-hazard, taking all the chances of fists, feet and teeth. The 
challenge, howe.'er, was accepted; and at the time designated, seven in the 
morning, Poole was on hand with his backer's, and Morrisey soon came up 
with his gang. Both declaring themselves ready for the fray. Morrissey 
struck at his opponent; but missing his aim, Poole grappled him about the 
waist, hurled him to the ground, and pounded, kicked, and beat his prostrate 
foe in the most brutal and fiend-like manner. Morrisey's right eye was- 
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nearly gouged from his head, and it is not altogether certain that he will 
not lose the sight of it. His nose was flattened, his head cut, and his gener- 
al appearance betokened a conflict with wild beasts Morrisey, finding no 
living chance to escape from Poole, and believing his life to be in danger, 
cried enough, when he was immediately released, placed in a carriage, and 
driven off with all possible speed to his porter house, where a doctor was 
called to dress his wounds, while Poole with his friends jumped into a boat, 
and rowed up the river. 

Such is the story, as reported by the press ; but worse than this was the 
fact, that some of the New York papers, claiming to be respectable, (?) sent 
their reporters day after day to the house of the wounded, mangled bully, 
and gave to the public minute accounts of the state of his health, very like 
bulletins from the hospitals of an army after battle, and thus spread through 
the land the details of this brutal affray, just as if a civilized, Christian com- 
munity felt a respectful interest in such a bull-dog fight ! This notoriety 
was the very climax of their ambition, glory enough for the brutal aspira- 
tions of such men. 

It is thus that war is kept in countenance and even high repute. Men 
scarce a whit above Poele and Morrissey in mora! character, the merest off. 
scourings of society, tie veriest putrefactions of depravity scooped from the 
gutters of drunkenness, and the kennels of debauchery and crime, are en- 
listed into the army and navy, and there, after a battle or two, a campaign 
or a ciuise, are regularly lauded to the skies by the officials of government 
from the President down to the lowest demagogue in Congress or caucus, 
and by all newspapers that seek popularity with the million, as brave and 
gallant fellows, the glory of the nation, and the right arm of its defense 
against invaders from abroad, and disturbers of the peace at home ! Treat 
in this way the worst villains in the world ; and you will in time make 
even their villanies objects of respect, if not of ambition. 

Now, we should like to know in what essential respect war differs, in the 
eye of reason and of God, from this brutal fray. The fight between na- 
tions, as between these bullies, is, in most cases, a mere trial of strength 
and skill to gratify revenge or ambition, rather than decide a question of 
right or even of interest ; for they know well enough that such questions 
must, after the fighting is all over, be settled by other means which might be 
used before the fight better than after it. Their contests on land and sea 
appears, little more respectable, mainly because mankind have so long been 
wont to view them so; but the atrocities and brutalities of many a battle, 
minutely recorded and elaborately praised in history, have been far more 
revolting than anything reported of the fight between these bullies. Before 
God, or before the tribunal of a thoroughly christianized public opinion, 
is there, in principle or spirit, any essential difference between the two ? 

2. Public Illustration — Destruction of Greytown. — The newspapers 
have teemed, week after week, with reports of this affair ; but the substan- 
tial facts of the case are these : 

Greytown, or San Juan del Norte, originally a settlement of a few huts, 
suddenly became a place of some consequence as a thoroughfare of one of 
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the routes to California, and consisted at length of some 80 houses and 500 
inhabitants, American, English, French, and German, with negroes and 
natives. It seems that, in imitation of our example, they had organized a 
regular government for themselves with officers sf their own choice. Solon 
Borland, formerly U. S. Senator from Arkansas, but sent by the present 
administration as Minister to Central America, chanced, when at the place, 
to get into difficulty with its officers. One Smith, commander of a steam- 
boat plying in the neighboring waters, wantonly shot a mulatto of Greytown ; 
and the authorities attempted to arrest the murderer, and bring him to justice; 
but Borland, as a representative of our government, resisted the attempt, 
and screened the culprit from the punishment due for what was " regarded 
by all Americans as a deliberate, cold-blooded murder, without a shadow of 
palliation." Borland, in a speech to the crowd, was so grossly insulting, that 
they endeavored to mob him, and obliged him to seek refuge in the house of 
our Consul Fabens. During the melee, one person threw a bottle at him, 
which grazed his face ; but tor this insult in particular, the authorities 
made an apology on the spot, and sought, though in vain, to discover and 
punish the offender. It is conceded on all hands, that Borland not only 
transcended his powers, but, in the spirit and language of a bully, grossly 
insulted both the citizen's and authorities of the place. 

On his return to Washington, Borland made such representations as in- 
duced the Executive to send the sloop-of-war Cyane, under command of 
Capt. Hollins, with instructions to demand a formal apology for the alleged 
insult, and an indemnity of $24,000 for the destruction of property not 
worth in all probability more than $500. If these demands should not be 
eouiplied with, he was, at discretion, to take vengeance by destroying the 
place ! Accordingly, Capt, Hollins, on the 12th of June, issued a proclama- 
tion to the authorities and inhabitants, that, unless an apology was made by 
9 A. M. of the 13th, he should proceed to bombard the town. No apology 
came ; and precisely at the time designated, the cannonading commenced, and 
continued without any intermission until afternoon. No disposition being 
manifested on the part of the inhabitants to come to terms, at 4 P. M. a large 
party was landed from the Cyane, who burned the town so entirely as to 
leave only two small buildings in the suburbs to mark the spot, but without 
destroying any lives. The inhabitants, including all the French and natives, 
together with a few English and Americans, had left the place during the 
night and morning preceding its destruction. They all encamped together 
on the shore in the woods about a mile distant. Not anticipating the entire 
demolition of the town by bomb-shells and torches, they took but little of 
their effects with them. All the property left was destroyed. Consequently 
the houseless inhabitants were in great suffering for want of food, clothing 
and shelter. They stretched up sheets for tents ; but many were 
obliged to sleep in the open air, and were half famished for want of food. 

Such, in brief, is the last exploit of our " gallant navy ;" but, without 
going into any of the details, it may be well to look at some of its results to 
ourselves, and at the illustration it furnishes of the war policy It would 
seem from all accounts, that property to the amount of some $3,000,000, or 
more, was destroyed, and that this property belonged to our own citizens, 
and to French, English and German residents there, who have already 
taken measures to procure from our government indemnity for their loss. 
These demands must of course be met, at least those from the subjects* of 
other governments; and thus we have the prospect of being obliged to 
pay several millions for this disgraceful affair. 
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Nor can we be sure it will end here. A British war-ship soon after took 
formal possession of the town ; and thus maybe started between England 
and ourselves, a dispute that shall in time lead to a rupture. Our Executive, 
apparently chagrined -at the universal contempt acd odium occasioned by 
this expedition, seem inclined to give it eome dignity by turning it into a 
grave issue about the right of England to interfere in the affairs of Mos- 
quito or Central America, and talk of compelling her to acquiesce in our 
construction of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, about which there has been so 
much dispute even among ourselves. We hope for a peaceful issue ; but, if 
it comes, we shall owe no thanks to the war-policy. One century ago, it 
might, in spite of aii efforts, have plunged the parties in a long and bloody 
war ; and, if it does not now, our escape will be due to an improved public 
opinion and international diplomacy. 

This case, though unusual, we take to be a pretty fair illustration of the 
war-policy ; and certainly it is a representation in miniature of our war 
against Mexico, and some of our wars against the Indians. It is the war- 
principle of Might ae the arbiter of Right ; and the only difference is, there 
was in this case noresistance by the weaker party. We see, as in all war, 
our government, as one party, claiming the right, without any regard to the 
views of the other party, to act as accuser, witness, judge and executioner 
in its own case. It decides at once the whole dispute, without a hearing 
between the parties, and then proceeds to inflict summary vengeance by 
punishing the innocent with the guilty in the entire destruction ot an un- 
resisting and defenceless town. Justly is our government censured by the 
whole world, civilized and savage ; but the act, after all, is only a legitimate 
application of the war-principle. 

It seems strange, that governments have not, long ere this, devised some 
rational, peaceful method of adjusting all such disputes. How much better. 
in every possible view of the case, for such a controversy to have been 
settled by reference, if the parties' could not agree between themselves, to 
two or three competent, fair-minded men. We could hardly have drawn by 
lot any three men from any country, who would not in half a day have agreed 
upon a decision substantially satisfactory to both parties, and thus obviated 
all this loss of property and of national reputation. 



Military Punishments — Discussions of this subject, in the progress 
of the Peace Reform, have, along with other causes, diminished these very 
much both in number and severity. The following case, however, show* 
ihe old spirit still lingering : — 

. Death on a Man-of-War. — A private letter has been received in Phila- 
delphia, stating that a seaman named John Welch, of Boston, on the sloop 
of-war St. Marys, now on her way home, met with his death recently under 
shocking circumstances. On the 11th of May, having got drunk, and flog- 
ging not being allowed, he was placed, by way of puni-diment, in " the 
cage," a wretched, ill-ventilated place of confinement. He was heard lo 
:??roan durin" the night ; but the groans ceased before morning, and at 8 
• b'clock, when " the cage" was opened, he was taken out a corpse. 



